Christopher Ojeda used the issue of immigration to explore the role of anxiety in responses to political appeals. According to previous literature, anxiety motivates citizens to learn and pay more attention to news coverage. Literature in psychology demonstrates that anxiety is associated with a tendency to pay closer attention to threatening information. Through an experimental process, Gadarian and Albertson induce anxiety about immigration and then subjects had the opportunity to search for additional information in a website designed to mimic online news sources. The website had both immigration and non-immigration stories, and the immigration stories were split between threatening coverage and nonthreatening coverage.
Gadarian and Albertson argue that the implications of their findings are critical to understanding how citizens operate in a threatening situation and that political scientists should be aware that people think and process information differently when experiencing anxiety induced by what they deem threatening. The authors found that anxious subjects exhibit biased information processing in the way that they read, remember, and agree with threatening information. 
